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WESTOP- Pacific Islands Chapter 
Professional Development Seminar

On July 28 to August 1, 2024, Palau Commu-
nity College hosted the Western Association of  
Educational Opportunity Personnel (WESTOP)- Pa-
cific Islands Chapter, Professional Development 
Seminar (PDS). Off-island participants arrived on 
the 28th and they include those from Guam, FSM, 
and Hawaii. WESTOP includes professional staff 
and students who support TRIO Programs, Gear Up, 
C.A.M.P. and many other federal- and state-based 
educational equity programs and they hold their sem-
inars every year. Palau Community College (PCC) 
was fortunate to have President of WESTOP Ms. Da-
lia Hernandez join the seminar. Days one to three of 
the seminar were for workshops and trainings and the 
last day was for all the participants to visit the rock 
island called Kemurbeab. During their first day, His 
Excellency President Surangel Whipps, Jr. and First 
Lady Valerie E. Whipps hosted a welcoming recep-
tion with entertainment. H.E. President Whipps and 
First Lady are both alumni of the Upward Bound 
Program and have played an integral role in Palau, 
showcasing how the TRIO programs impact the lives 
of students for the better.

Palau Fellowship Award 
Intern at PCC-CRE

Pacific Step-Up students learning from Ms. Marinca Faimau
This summer, the Cooperative Research and Exten-
sion (CRE) department had the opportunity to host 
Ms. Marinca Faimau for an 8-week internship pro-
gram through the Palau National Scholarship Board 
(PNSB)– Palau Fellowship Award. Since June, she 
has been working hard in the NIH Pacific Step-Up 
Laboratory located in Urur Building. Ms. Faimau is 
a first-generation college student at Northern Arizo-
na University studying Biomedical Sciences. Super-
vised by Ms. Sayaka Naito, CRE’s JICA laboratory 
volunteer, they have been hard at work bringing life 
back into the lab through various laboratory and ex-
perimental set ups. Through her internship, she men-
tored this year’s Pacific STEP-UP students and other 
work-study students by training them on DNA ex-
traction and polymerase chain reaction, DNA anal-
ysis, writing scientific abstracts, and implementing 
protocols to build research capacity within the facil-
ity. Thank you, Ms. Marinca Faimau for your invalu-
able contributions to the research and development 
of PCC-CRE and to its mission. We wish you well 
and good luck on all your future endeavours.

Written By: Ms. Emengel Singich

All the participants with PCC President Dr. Tellei and PCC Trio 
Directors and staff
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Former Upward Bound 
Director Visits PCC

On July 24, 2024, the college was graced with a 
special guest, she is former director of Upward 
Bound Program, Ms. Kuye Belelai. Ms. Belelai 
dedicated years of hard work to the college. Dur-
ing her tenure at PCC, she accomplished a great 
amount of success with Upward Bound Students. 
Thank you for visiting.

Ms. Kuye Belelai and granddaughter with Director Tadao, Ms. 
imanuel, PCC President Dr. Tellei, Director Joseph, Director 

Borja, and Director Wakakoro

Unfortunately, H.E. President Whipps was off-island 
at the time, therefore First Lady Valerie E. Whipps 
attended on his behalf. On the second day of the 
seminar, PCC President Dr, Patrick U. Tellei hosted 
a luncheon for the participants along with sharing 
some facts about our island nation, the college’s his-
tory and introduced the Executive Committee. The 
last day of the seminar was for the participants to re-
lax and experience Palau’s nature before they return 
home. Palau Community College thanks everyone 
for participating and hopes to see you all again next 
time the college hosts. PCC commends the TRIO di-
rectors, Director Larry Wakakoro of Upward Bound 
Program, Director Jolene Joseph of Talent Search, 
Director Tchuzie Tadao of Upward Bound Math and 
Science, and Director Thomas Borja of Asian Ameri-
can and Native American Pacific Islander-Serving In-
stitutions Program (AANAPISI) and all their staff for 
their dedicated hard work and commitment for over-
seeing the success of the seminar. 

Ipang Seineng Women’s 
Group Visit R&D Station

On July 10, 2024 PCC-CRE had the pleasure of 
welcoming the Ipang Seineng Women Group for 
a visit and tour of the Research and Development 
(R&D) Station in Ngermeskang, Ngeremlengui. 
Upon arriving the women shared their collective in-
terest in agriculture, especially with specific crops 
like taro. They were prepared with questions, inqui-
ries, insights, feedback, and shared their wisdom 
with the staff and students working that day. PCC-
CRE would like to thank the Ipang Seineng Women 
group for their visit to the research facility and for 
their encouragement for our work. R&D station 
welcomes anyone or group to visit, should they be 
interested. Thank you for visiting and please come 
again soon! 

Ipang Seineng Women with CRE Researchers Ms. Elchung Hideyos 
and Ms. Emengel Singich

WESTOP Continued from Page 1

PCC President Dr. Tellei, First Lady Valerie Whipps, President 
Hernandez and participants with TRIO Directors Tadao, 

Wakakoro, Borja and Joseph during the welcoming reception

Participants enjoying local cuisine during their luncheon 
hosted by PCC President Dr. Tellei

Last day of workshops and trainings: PCC President Dr. Tellei 
giving a presentation on Constitutionalism and COFA

Written By: Ms. Emengel Singich



BITS AND PIECES...
Tan Siu Lin PCC Library
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Academic Calendar

Hours of Operation
Monday

to 
Friday 

 
         Saturday 

Sunday & National 
Holidays

For more information, call: 
488-3540.

August 13
New Student Orientation

August 16
Late Registration

August 19
First Day of Instruction

Mesekiu’s News welcomes stories/
articles/announcements from students, 
faculty, and staff.  Submission deadline 
is Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. in hard and/or 
electronic copies to hherman@palau.
edu. Articles from MOC/PCC Alumni 
are also welcome.Please call 488-
2470/2471 (extensions 251 or 252) for 
more information.

News/Stories Wanted

8:00AM - 5:00 PM

9:00 AM - 6:00 PM

      CLOSED

Available to Interested Readers:
Women’s Health

Get top expert advice on women’s 
health, mental health, better sleep, 
stress relief, healthy living, healthy 

aging, and more.

Awarding Ceremony: 31st Caregiver Training

On July 31, 2024, the 31st Caregiver Training concluded as their instruc-
tors, along with PCC President Dr. Patrick U. Tellei, Continuing Educa-
tion’s Dean Hedrick Kual, and Palau AHEC’s Dr. Gregory Dever awarded 
the students for passing all the courses. The instructors included Dr. Syl-
via Osarch (lead instructor), Dr. Louisa Santos (Dentist), Mr. Jason Nolan 
(Physical Therapist), and Ms. Vanessa Espangel (Home Health Nurse). 
The awardees include Aira P. Serrano, Alyza Joy E. Watson, Antonio Eu-
genio, Aprilyn M. Tabuyo, Asuncion M. Mirabueno, Carmerlita L. Baja, 
Digna C. Atienza, Elania A. Cruz, Emma Ang Sy, Janica N. Candelaria, 
Jaypee Bernardo, Jerie-Ann Mae Serrano, Joy S. Rebollido, Justin Ed-
ward R. Yadao, Lailani Eugenio, Lilibeth Loresto Ruluked, Luzviminda 
Mokoll, Maryjane Caparas, Maryjean A. Orosco, Mereuir Rechucher, Ra-
chel Revilla, Ronneth De Castro Fernandez, and Van Argel Roa Gonzalez. 
Congratulations to all.

All the participants with PCC President Dr. Tellei, CE Dean Kual, Palau AHEC’s Dr. 
Gregory Dever and all the instructors
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To Support, 
Contact Us Today!

P.O. BOX 9  Koror,
 Palau  96940 

Phone: 488-2470/2471 (ext. 251/252)

e-mail: tellei@palau.edu

If you want to join the Bi-Weekly 
Allotment Program, contact us NOW!

Invest in the future 

PCC Endowment 

Mesekiu’s News
Palau Community College

 Alumni Notes   
  Alumni       showcases MOC & 
PCC alumni who are positive role models 
and contribute to the quality of life in their 
local communities.  
If you are that Alumna/Alumnus or know 
someone who is, please contact the PCC 
Development Office at telephone numbers 
488-2470/2471 (extensions 251 or 252).  

We would like to feature you in future 
Mesekiu’s News  issues. 

Celebrating Birthdays 
August 12- August 18, 2024

Interested in Learning Trans-
ferrable Media and Marketing 
skills? Volunteer with the PCC 
Development Office. Stop by at 

the Dort building to sign-up.

Vacancy Announcement

(1) Instructor, Construction Technology
       Academic Affairs Division
       Salary range: $16,010 - $28,280 per annum

(2) Instructor, Small Engine & Outboard Marine Tech.
      Academic Affairs Division
      Salary range: $12,653.00 - $22,349 per annum

(3) Extension Agent (EFNEP Program)
       PCC Cooperative Research & Extension
       Salary range: $11,010 - $19,552 per annum

(4) Instructor, Community & Public Health
       Academic Affairs Division
       Salary ranges: $16,010 - $28,280.00 per annum

(5) Nursing Instructor
       Academic Affairs Division
      Salary range: $16,010 - $28,280 per annum

 (6) Air Conditioning and Refrigeration
       Academic Affairs Division
       Salary ranges: $12,049 - $20,607 per annum

(7) Registration and Records Specialist
        Admissions and Records Office
       Salary ranges: $16,010 - $28,280 per annum

(8) Administrative Assistant
        Development Office
       Salary ranges: $12,001 - $21,312 per annum

(9) Accounting Technician (Payroll)
        Administration Department (Business Office)
       Salary ranges: $13,081-$23,230 per annum

A l u m n i  n o t e s
Malikei Ngirmidol
Business Accounting

Mr. Malikei Ngir-
midol graduated 
with his AS in Busi-
ness Accounting 
this Spring 2024. 
He worked at Red 
Cross for a while 
and recenlt left to 
Guam to further his 
education. Congrat-
ulations on all your 
achievements!

Freddy Sumor, Jr. John Masao

Dilubech SamilAngie Fuentez

Vacancy Announcement
(10) Accounting Technician (Receivable)
       Administration Department (Business Department)
       Salary range: $13,081-$23,230 per annum

(11) Financial Aid Counselor
      Student Services - Office of Financial Aid
      Salary range: $12,049 - $20,607 per annum

(12) Administrative Assistant
       PCC Adult High School (AHS)
       Salary range: $11,010 - $19,552 per annum

(13) Administrative Assistant
       Upward Bound Program
       Salary range: $12,001 - $21,312 per annum

For application forms and information, contact Harline Haruo at the PCC 

Human Resources Office at 488-2470/2471 extension 227, or e-mail: 

hr@palau.edu, or download forms at http://pcc.palau.edu.

“PCC is an Equal Opportunity Employer.”


